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Organizstion of the Danube River Police 50X1

1. The Danube River Police or River Gus.rd ﬁolya.norseg was orgenized efter
the end of World War I and was composed mostly of former members of the
Auvstro-Hungerisn Navy.end the Royal Marines. Its original function was
the supervision of all vessels, thelr passengers and cargo, transiting the
Danube River in Hungarian territory. After 1930, the River Police was
orgenized as a semli-military unit. The small patrol bosts were replaced
with larger river gunboats, armed with eight centimeter guns, and mine
layer-mine sweeper vessele. These vescels in the event of war would mine
the river and seal it off at the Yugoslavian and Austro-Czechoslovakian
border. There were six gunboets, two mine layer-mine sweepers, and one
supply ship on the Danube River ) and one mine 1ayer-mine sweeper and one
supply ship on the Tisza River.

2. Two battalions of the 'River Police were stationed on the Danube and one
on the Tisze River. Each batbtalion contained spproximstely 250 men and
each was equipped with two artillery pieces and had s radio communications
unit. BShore stations on the Danube were located at Budapest, Komaron, and
Baja. Part of Battalion 1 was located at Budapest and part at. Baja. Bat-
talion 2 was located at Komaron. .

3. There was an underground mine-storage facility located st Dunafoldvar orn
the Danube whose personnel numbered sbout 30-35 men. All other storage 50%X1
facilities were at Budapest. Battallon 3 was stationed at Szeged on the
Tiszs River. Headquarters of the River Guard was located in Budapest. It
vas staffed with 30-35 officers. | \ |
[ ] The strength of the River Quard varied between 800 and 1.000 50X1
men. . 50X1

¥ 4. The River Guard was headed by the Parancnok Eommande;] . There wers several

' béctions.udder him,:, cach headed by an Elado [reporter/ who was_asaisted
by one or two other pecple. These sections were: organization [' Zervesi/,
Personnel /Szemelyszcti/, Medical Orvoa], Finence /Hadbiztossagl/, Sbips
[Hajozasi/, Armament [Fegyverzeti], and Communications /Firado]. BEach Eilado

CLASSIFICATION conrmmm/m.rcm INFORMATION o
’ DISTRIBUTION . - } ._J
Army EV 11 [ - o1

-

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/11/04 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200750001-5



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/11/04 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200750001-5

CONFIDENTIAL/SECURITY INFORMATION
R SR . 50X1———

wag responsible to the Commander for matters under his jurisdictior. There
was alsc a military Judgeéﬁa&birp]

5. Prior to 1938 or 1939 the Guard was ar independent unit responsible to the
Ministry of Internal Affairs [ﬁelﬁgy, )Iiniszterim_g? . The ranks and ratings
were similar to the Navy but were not identical. After 1938 or 1939 the
River Guard wes integrated into the Hungerien Army. Its name was changed
to the River Forces Command ﬁolyami_ Erok Parancsnog and it was respousible
to the Ministry of Home Defense [ﬁonvedomi _Miniszterimg . The orgenizationsal
structure did not change, merely the subordination.

Orgenizetion and Terminology of the Hungerian Ministry of Home Defense
Zﬁgnvedomi Ministerium/(1939-55/ : ,

6. The Ministry of Home Defense was divided into the following sectiors. Each
section was autonomous and responsible to the Minister of Home Defense.

(a) Organization Section [§zerveszi (}sztalﬂ . This section has twc sub-
sections, the Presidium /Elnckseg/, the pclicy meking group whe =2iso
appointed military attaches and handled liaison matters betweer foreign
military atteches and the Hungarien Army; and the Mobilization Group
JHozgositasi Osstely/ which planned for the expsnsion of existing army
units and the creation of new units in wertime.

(b) Material Section /Anyegi Osztaly/. This section ordered all equipment
and materiel used by the srmy.

() Personnel Section /Szemelyszcti Osztaly/

(&) Treining Section /Kikepzesi Osztaly/

(s) Infentry Section [Gyalogssgi Osztely]

(£) Artillery Section [Tuzersegi Osztaly/

(g) Communications Section [Hirado Osztaly/

(h) Engineering or Technical Section /Muszeki Osztely/ This secticn had
pgeveral sub-gections; . i
(1) D%dsz: which built temporary pontoon bridges,
(2) Eidssz which built permanent bridges, and
(3) vastutes which operated military trains and repaired war damsge
to the right-of-way. Thers were two other sub-sections , one
which was responsible for tanks, trucks, automobiles and
miscellaneous vehicles , the other was responsible for chemicel
warfare.

(1) Cavalry Section /Lovessagi Osztaly/

(§) Welfare Section /Joleti Oszialy/

(x) Pension Section /Nyugdijezasi Osztaly/

(1) Medical Section /[Orvosi Osztaly/

(m) Legal Section [J"ogugyi Oeztaly] . This was the only sectiocn staffed with
eivilian personnel. It was responsible for handling all civil-militasy
matters.

(n) Finance Section /Hadbiztossagi Osgztaly/

(o) Military Justice Section /Hadbirci Osztaly/

(p) Air Forces Command /Tegi BrSk Parencsaoksag/

(q) River Forces Command ﬁ«:uyexﬁi Exok Pa.ra.ncsnoksag]
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